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QUESTION:

I have an interest in g resl estate sales company lecated in the same
Bulte of offices as my law practice., I am a licansed real egtate broker,
Assuming that an ethically proper referral with full disclosure took place
from the lav practice to the real estate company, can the law firm cloge the
sales contract developed_by the real estate company?"

AﬁSWER:

If your law client requests that you closge the saies contract developed
by your real estate company, you may ethically do so,
DISCUSSION:

It 13 well established that an attorney may epgage in a separate
profeakion so long as that professlon 1s not used as a cloﬁk for
soclicitation, 4n attorney may ethically refer clients to a aeparat;
business operated by the attorney so long gs full disclosu;a i made to the
client of Ehe'attornay'a interest in the business, The converse 1e not .
true, however, An attorney's non~legal business cannot refer cuaéomarﬂ to
the attorney for legal sarvices, as the business ig net Pfohibitad from
dilrect solicltation of customers. In othet words, an attorney cannot
solicit customers for his law practice through his aepérate.bhaiﬁesa. See
R0-86-15. Thua if you had not previouﬂly repregented a customer of your
real estata company, you could not accept a refarral from the éompany to
clese the sgales eentract for the company's customer, However, where you!
originally represented the customer ag his atforney and refaerred the

cugtomer to your real estate company with full digelosure of your Interest

in the company, you may handle the real’estate closing on your client's
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behalf, Your pre-existing attorney/client relatlonship with the customer

removes the dangers of solicitation.
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